Student Worksheet: Descriptive Translation Studies & Norms
This worksheet helps you understand Toury’s norms and apply them to real translation examples.

Part 1 — Key Concepts
• Initial Norms: Adequacy vs. Acceptability
• Preliminary Norms: Translation Policy & Directness
• Operational Norms: Matricial & Textual-Linguistic

Part 2 — Short Tasks
1. Define adequacy in your own words.
2. Give an example of acceptability from any translated text you know.
3. Identify a possible preliminary norm for children’s literature.

Part 3 — Text Analysis Activity
Translate the following sentence twice:
"He spoke in a trembling voice, unsure whether the truth could rise to the surface."
A) Adequacy version
B) Acceptability version

Reflection
What differences do you notice between your two translations?
