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Course Description
 This course is designed for MA students who are interested in critical discourse analysis (CDA) as theory and method. CDA examines how social and power relations, and identities are constructed through written, visual, and spoken texts in social settings in the hierarchical mechanisms of the social system in today’s globalized world. In this regard, discourse is the conceptual domain in which social agents produce knowledge through use of language and in which language is defined as one of the organisms that forms the discourse. We will begin the course by addressing the theoretical and methodological foundations of Critical Discourse Analysis. Then, we will focus on the critical examination of oral, written, and visual texts using established approaches in the field. Students will explore how language constructs and reflects social relations, power structures, identities, and knowledge across diverse contexts.  Students will have opportunities to apply CDA methods to research in specific disciplinary fields of education. The course will cover the theoretical underpinnings of CDA in critical discourse studies. Additionally, this course incorporates data analysis. In the application workshops, students will bring a data sample which can be spoken (transcript) or written. It can also be an image, video, or audio recording. Students who do not have spoken or written data samples to work with for analysis should talk to me to arrange to collect data for the course. The course includes a good deal of practice in CDA and addresses its usefulness and limitations in relation to other qualitative approaches to research. Through text analysis, discussion, and research-based activities, learners will engage with contemporary debates, apply analytical methods to real-world discourse, and develop critical literacy and academic research skills. Therefore, students will be responsible for leading discussions and participating in data analysis sessions. 
Course Objectives 
· To identify and explain the principal theories of critical discourse analysis
· To critically evaluate and apply the theories and methods of critical discourse analysis through the analysis of selected texts.
· To demonstrate and enhance critical literacy skills by questioning implicit meanings, ideologies, and power relations in discourse.
· To examine and synthesize recent developments in the field of Critical Discourse Analysis.
· To produce and present research findings in Critical Discourse Analysis through academic writing and oral presentations.
Required Texts  
Rogers, R. (Ed.). (2004). An introduction to critical discourse analysis in education.  Mahwah: Erlbaum. 
Wodak, R. & Meyer, M. (2001). Methods of critical discourse analysis. London: Sage.
Recommended Texts
Gee, James Paul (1999). An introduction to discourse analysis: Theory and method.  New York: Routledge
Rymes, B. (2009). Classroom discourse analysis: A tool for reflection. Cresskill: Hampton Press. 
Van Leeuwen, T. (2008). Discourse and practice: New tools for critical discourse analysis. New York: Oxford University Press.
Fairclough, Norman (2001). Language and power. New York: Longman
Bloome, D., Carter, S.P., Christian, B.M., Otto, S., & Shuart-Faris, N. (2005). Discourse analysis and the study of classroom language and literacy events: A microethnographic perspective. Mahwah: Erlbaum
Rymes, B. (2009). Classroom discourse analysis: A tool for reflection. Cresskill: Hampton Press.
Articles
Articles will be available on the official website of the academic staff. 
General Information
Please read all the information in this course requirements and assessment guidelines document carefully before you take an action for the course. 
You will reach all the course assignments, activities, assessment tasks, and links via the official website of the academic staff.
We will communicate through email and at office hours—If you have any questions, concerns, or feedback, please write to me and I will respond to you in a timely manner. 
COURSE ASSESSMENT POLICY
1. PLAGIARISM: All the sentences in your assignments must be original (must belong to you). They will be carefully checked on Turnitin; Academic dishonesty such as, plagiarism and cheating in any portion of the academic work for a course shall be grounds for awarding a grade of FF for the entire course or assignment. For my course, you are NOT ALLOWED more than 20% of similarity in plagiarism check (including citations and references). 

2. Careful reading, thoughtful contributions to discussions, and willingness to experiment as a learner:  One important element of participation is that you should come prepared to give feedback for classroom workshops and final project. Please be responsible to your learning community by taking this work seriously. Assessment and evaluation are mentioned as follows: 

· Task (10%)- Based on selected reading text, students are required to do an in-class task that involves the analysis of the discourse sample. Your tasks will be assessed using the Rubric provided below (Rubric 1).  Due on 31 Oct. 2025.
· Midterm assignment (30%) - Based on a selected reading text, students are required to submit their midterm assignment that incorporates the analysis of the selected discourse. Due on 14 Nov. 2025.
*Midterm Assignment Submission (to be uploaded on *Turnitin/hand in by signature)
*Late submissions without prior approval by Me will NOT be accepted. Your midterm will be assessed using the Rubric provided below (Rubric 2).
· Student’s Oral presentation with handouts (10%): Students are supposed to do a presentation of a critical discourse analysis study which has been conducted by a researcher in the field should be published in a journal. Individual presentation is related to text of choice/study. The text must offer a theoretical framework and methodological approaches which address possible new directions for CDA methods. You will present it by addressing how theoretical framework and methodological approaches are employed in the study. Individual presentations which will be performed in the classroom sessions will be conducted in the final weeks, entitled weeks 14-15. Your presentations will be assessed using the Rubric provided below (Rubric 3). 
· Final project (50%) (10–12 pages, double-spaced): Project workshops: Bring specific work to help you move forward with your final project. Using CDA methods, students are required to complete a mini-study to be turned in at the end of the term. The study should employ techniques from one of the approaches studied during the term in the analysis of texts (discourse samples). Due on 9 Jan. 2026
*Final Project Submission (to be uploaded on *Turnitin/hand in by signature)
*Late submissions without prior approval by Me will NOT be accepted.
· Your final project will be assessed using the Rubric provided below (Rubric 4).
TENTATIVE WEEKLY TOPICS FOR CRITICAL DISCOURSE ANALYSIS
	
	
	Preparation
	Assessment

	WEEK 1 
	Overview of course 
Introductions/
What is Discourse?  

James Paul Gee

	Textbook (1) Chap. 2

	

	WEEK 2 
	What is CDA?
Ruth Wodak


	Textbook (2) Chap. 1
	

	WEEK 3

	- Language, Ideology and Power
Mikhail Bakhtin, 
	Article handouts
	

	WEEK 4

	- Language, Ideology and Power
Mikhail Bakhtin
	Article handouts
	

	WEEK 5

	Multidisciplinary CDA: a plea for diversity
Teun A. Van Dijk
Application workshop: The instructor will bring discourse sample (transcript, writing, or other artefact) and notes about how the concepts introduced in Van Dijk speak to your data.    

	Textbook (2) Chap. 5
	

	WEEK 6

	Multidisciplinary CDA: a plea for diversity
Teun A. Van Dijk

*In-class task
	Textbook (2) Chap. 5
	1st Ass.


	WEEK 7

	Multidiciplinary CDA: a plea for diversity 
Teun A. Van Dijk
	Textbook (2) Chap. 5
	

	WEEK 8

	
* Application workshop: Bring discourse sample (transcript, writing, or other artefact) and notes about how the concepts introduced in Van Dijk speak to your data

* Mid-term Assignment submission by handing in.    
	Textbook (2) Chap. 5
	
2nd Ass.







	WEEK 9

	Figured Worlds and Discourses of Masculinity: Being a Boy in a Literacy Classroom
Josephıne Marsh & Jayne C. Lammers

* Application workshop: Bring discourse sample (transcript, writing, or other artifact) and notes  about how the concepts introduced in these readings speak to your data.  

	Textbook  (1)  Chap. 5
.
	

	WEEK 10

	Figured Worlds and Discourses of Masculinity: Being a Boy in a Literacy Classroom
Josephıne Marsh & Jayne C. Lammers
	
Textbook  (1)  Chap. 5
.
	

	WEEK 11

	Semiotic Aspects of Social Transformation and Learning
Norman Fairclough

* Research questions and description of your mini-study 

Due: Detailed paragraph or two explaining plans for your mini-study and the research questions that will guide the study.


	Textbook (1)  Chap.6	
. 
	

	WEEK 12

	Semiotic Aspects of Social Transformation and Learning
Norman Fairclough

* Research questions and description of your mini-study 

Due: Detailed paragraph or two explaining plans for your mini-study and the research questions that will guide the study.

	Textbook (1)  Chap.6	

.
	Individual feedback 

	WEEK 13

	Semiotic Aspects of Social Transformation and Learning
Norman Fairclough

*Research questions and description of your mini-study 

Due: Detailed paragraph or two explaining plans for your mini-study and the research questions that will guide the study.

	Textbook (1)  Chap.6	
.
	Individual feedback 

	WEEK 14

	Individual Presentations



	Student presentation
	Individual feedback
Ass.3

	WEEK 15

	Individual Presentations



General Evaluation

*Project Sharing
	Student presentation
	Individual feedback
Ass.3

Individual feedback for final projects

	WEEK 16

	*Final Project Submission by handing in.
	
	Ass.4

	
	
	
	















CDA Assessment Criteria & Rubric for TASK-2025-2026 Fall Semester (RUBRICK 1)
Name:                                                                                  Date:                                                 Total:
	Field Knowledge
	(12-10 pts)
- Effectively expressed thoughts and opinions about discourse.
- Perfectly chosen evidence, reasons.
	(9-7pts)

Expressed thoughts and opinions about discourse.

-Good evidence, reasons.
	(6-4 pts)
 Stated but not explored thoughts and opinions about discourse.
-Generally appropriate evidence, reasons.
	        (3-1 pts)
 Rarely revealed thoughts and opinions about discourse.
-Evidence, reasons: rarely appropriate.


	Critical Discourse Analysis
	(12-10 pts)
Data analysis is highly appropriate for the research and no refinement.
	(9-7pts)
Data analysis is appropriate for the research and needs little refinement.

	(6-4 pts)
Data analysis is appropriate for the research but needs some refinement.

	(3-1 pts)
Data analysis is incomplete and inappropriate.

	 Purpose
	 (10-8 pts)

-Student clearly and accurately explains the central idea/argument of the writer with helpful examples.
	   (7-5pts)

-Central idea /argument 
(claim) of writer is 
clearly explained; presents evidence from the text.
	 (4-3 pts)

-Central idea /argument (claim) of the writer is poorly related to the text;
provides some evidence.
	(2-1pts)

-Central idea/argument (claim) of the writer is not understood; no evidence from the text.


	Organization of ideas

	 (8-7 pts)

- An effective focus
-Highly effective sequence

	(6-5 pts)

-Focus maintained 
-Good transitions

	 (4-3pts)

-Generally clear focus
-Transitions used 

	(2-1 pts)

-Focus generally unclear
-Transitions rarely used 


	Mechanics & Style

	(8-7 pts)
-Exceptionally precise
-Effective, descriptive
-Sentences: varied length, structure
-No errors in writing


	 (6-5 pts)
-Generally precise
-Effective, descriptive
-Sentences: somewhat varied length, structure
-Few errors in writing

	  (4-3pts)
-Thoughtful but not always precise
-May be ineffective,
descriptive attempts
-Sentences: could use more variation
-Some errors in writing  

	(2-1 pts)
 -Thoughtful but often imprecise
- Ineffective,
occasionally descriptive 
-Sentences: only occasionally vary
-Many errors in writing



Will be multiplied with 2=Total is 50x2=100




[bookmark: _Hlk212542180]
[bookmark: _Hlk212541289]CDA Assessment Criteria & Rubric for MIDTERM ASSINGMENT -2025-2026 Fall Semester (RUBRIC 2)
	
Intro/
Theoretical Framework
	    (12-10pts)

Comprehensive literature review. Includes current and landmark literature highly relevant to the topic (with 5 or more quality sources).
Establishes an advance theoretical framework (including CDA) for the research
topic. 




	      (9-7pts)

- Complete literature review with sound organization.
Includes very few non-referred sources and provides current research relevant to the field and the topic. Establishes a sound and proficient theoretical framework (including CDA) for the research topic.


	      (6-4pts)

-Partially complete and somewhat disorganized. Includes few non-refereed Sources (about 3). Establishes a basic
Theoretical framework
(including CDA) for the research topic. Demonstrates a basic understanding of appropriate
citation format, but requires significant revision.


	       (3-1 pts) 


- Incomplete or
disorganized. Includes
an inappropriate
number of non-refereed sources (fewer than 3).
Fails to establish an appropriate theoretical
framework (including
CDA) for the research topic.

 


	Research Question(s) 
	     (8-7 pts)
 Clearly related to purpose and understandable. No revision needed.

	        (6-5 pts)
Related to purpose and understandable. 
Moderate revision needed. 
	       (4-3 pts)
Somewhat related to purpose and understandable. Significant revision needed. 
	      (2-1 pts)
Unrelated to purpose and poorly written. Significant revision needed. 

	Analysis /
Critical Discourse Analysis






	(12-10 pts)
Data analysis is highly appropriate for the research
and needs little or no
refinement.



	        (9-7pts)
Data analysis is appropriate for the research but needs some refinement.
	    (6-4 pts)
Data analysis 
appears appropriate for the research but needs significant
refinement. 
	        (3-1 pts)
Data analysis is incomplete
and inappropriate.

	Mechanics & Style


	     (10-8 pts)
-No errors in writing
	         (7-5pts)
Few errors in writing 
	      (4-3pts)
-some errors in writing 
	     (2-1 pts)
-many errors in writing 


	



Format, APA Citation & References

	    (8-7 pts)

All citations
are appropriate. Additional sources are not needed. All citations and references are presented in proper APA 7th edition format and do not need revision.
	         (6-5pts)

A high number
of appropriate citations are used. Few, if any, additional sources may be needed. The Majority of citations and references are
presented in proper APA 7th edition format,
and are in need of minor revision.
	       (4-3pts)

A moderate number of appropriate citations are used, but more may be needed. Citations and references are not presented in proper APA 7th edition format, and are in need of moderate revision.
	       (2-1 pts)

Few appropriate citations are used. Citations and
references are not
presented in proper APA 7th edition format and need significant revision.


Will be multiplied with 2=Total is 50x2=10




CDA Assessment Criteria& Rubric for CDA RESEARCH PRESENTATION (RUBRIC 3)
	CRITERIA/
ESSENTIAL ELEMENTS
	Student presented the research topic and its implementation
professionally and clearly that included the necessary
elements (such as introduction, background, contributions,
body, and conclusions), transitioned among the elements
skillfully, while keeping the non-expert audience in mind.
(10-8pts)

	Student presented the main elements of the research topic
and its implementation but with limited organization and
clarity, which caused some difficulty for non-experts in the
field to discern the implications of the research. 
(7-5pts)

	Student presented the main elements of the research topic
and its implementation in disorganized manner, making it
somewhat difficult to observe the implications of the
research topic. 

 (4-3pts)
	Student presented the main research topic, but not clearly
and did not include the necessary elements, which made it
difficult to appreciate the implications of the research.

 (2-1pts)

	
ORGANIZATION 
*Introduction
*Background
*Conclusion
*Transitions from one section to another.

	
	
	
	

	CONTENT
*Main idea/argument
(claim)
*Evidence/data to support 
main idea/argument.
*References cited 
within presentation, 
not at end.
*Appropriate for 
audience.
*Clear & concise, yet 
Complete.

	Speaker clearly and accurately explains central 
idea/argument (claim) with helpful examples/
applications from 
credible and varied sources; level of presentation is 
appropriate for the audience; rich and varied words used in complete 
sentences that flow smoothly with correct pronunciation and grammar.
(10-8 pts)
	Central idea /argument 
(claim) is 
clearly stated; presents 
evidence from multiple 
credible sources during speech; level of presentation is generally 
appropriate for audience; selects words appropriate 
for context and uses correct grammar and pronunciation.

(7-5pts)
	Central idea /argument (claim) is poorly developed or loosely related 
to the assignment;
provides some evidence of research with sources during speech; portions of presentation are inappropriate for audience; 
some poorly chosen words 
and/or grammatical or pronunciation errors.

(4-3pts)
 
	Speaker does not appear to have a grasp of information. Audience cannot understand  it because there is no sequence of information.



(2-1pts)

	CENTRAL MESSAGE
	Student provided an excellent and compelling explanation of the research topic and its implications, which were present
throughout the presentation.
 (10-8pts)
	Student provided a clear explanation of the research topic
and its implications. 

(7-5pts)
	Student was able to provide a general understanding of  the
research topic and its implications. 

 (4-3pts)
	Student had difficulty in presenting the theme of the project
and its implications.  (2-1pts)

	
DELİVERY

*Voice volume & tone
*Attire
*Eye contact
*Posture
*Movement
*Facial expressions
*Audience
engagement
*Clear & concise

	Vocal delivery is varied and 
dynamic.  Speech rate, volume and tone enhance 
listener interest and understanding.  Most or all of the following enhance the presentation: eye contact, posture, attire, gestures, and movement and/or facial  expressions.
(10-8 pts)




	Vocal delivery is clear and distinct. Rate, volume and tone facilitate audience 
comprehension. Some of  the following enhance the 
presentation: eye contact, posture, attire, gestures,  and movement
or facial expressions.
(7-5pts)

	 Vocal delivery is audible. Rate, volume or speech disruptions only occasionally 
distract from audience 
comprehension; eye contact, posture, attire, gestures, movement and facial expressions neither enhance nor hinder effectiveness 
significantly.

(4-3pts)
	Verbal delivery lacks clarity and was hard to hear.Vocabulary was mostly inappropriate. words and phrases were not understood by the audience. Poor posture and speaker makes no effort to make eye contact with the audience. It has been prepared in a hurry.
(2-1pts)

	
PREPAREDNESS 

*timing (within assigned time)
*rehearsals
	The student  is completely prepared, has rehearsed and respects the assigned time. 

(10-8pts)
	The student seems partially prepared but might have needed a couple  of more rehearsals...
respects the assigned time. 
(7-5pts)
	The student seems partially prepared but might have needed a couple of more rehearsals.. does not respect the assigned time. 
(4-3pts)
	The presenter is not prepared  at all.

(2-1pts)



Will be multiplied with 2=Total is 50x2=100




















CDA Assessment Criteria& Rubric for FINAL PROJECT 2025-2026 Fall Semester (RUBRIC 4)
	Process 
evaluation
	(10-8 pts)
Did give and consider all the feedback on time with regard to research question and appropriate method
	    (7-5pts)
did give and consider most feedback on time with regard to research question and appropriate method
	(4-3 pts)
- did not give and consider all the feedback on time with regard to research question and appropriate method
	(2-1 pts)
- did not give and consider most feedback with regard to research question and appropriate method

	Mechanics & Style


	(8-7 pts)
-No errors in writing
	   (6-5pts)
Few errors in writing 
	(4-3pts)
-some errors in writing 
	(2-1 pts)
-many errors in writing 


	
Intro
	(12-10 pts)

-Comprehensive.
Includes current
and landmark literature 
highly relevant to the topic (with 7 or more quality sources). Establishes an advance theoretical framework (including CDA) for the research
topic.

-Research question(s) clearly related to purpose and understandable.




	    (9-7 pts)

- Complete with sound organization.
Includes very few non-referred sources and provides current research relevant to the field and the
topic. Establishes a sound and proficient theoretical
framework (including CDA) for the research topic.

-Research question(s) Related to purpose and understandable.
	(6-4 pts)
-Partially complete and somewhat disorganized. Includes few non-refereed Sources (about 5-4). Establishes a basic
Theoretical framework
(including CDA) for the research
topic. Demonstrates a basic understanding of appropriate
citation format, but requires significant revision.

-Research question(s) somewhat related to purpose and understandable.
	(3-1 pts)

- Incomplete or
disorganized. Includes
an inappropriate
number of non-refereed sources (fewer than 4).
Fails to establish an appropriate theoretical
framework (including
CDA) for the research topic.
 
-Research question(s)
unrelated to purpose and poorly written

	Analysis /
Critical Discourse Analysis







	(12-10 pts)
Data analysis is highly
appropriate for the research
and needs little or no
refinement.




	        (9-7pts)
Data
analysis is appropriate for the research but needs some refinement.
	    (6-4 pts)
Data analysis 
appears appropriate for the research but needs significant
refinement. 
	(3-1 pts)
Data
analysis is incomplete
and inappropriate.

	



Format, APA Citation & References

	    (8-7 pts)

All citations
are appropriate. Additional sources are not needed. All citations and references are presented in proper APA 7th edition format and do not need revision.
	         (6-5pts)

A high number
of appropriate citations are used, Few, if any, additional sources may be needed. The Majority of citations and references are
presented in proper APA 7th edition format,
and are in need of minor revision.
	       (4-3pts)

A moderate number of appropriate citations are used,
but more may be needed.
Citations and references are
not presented in proper APA 7th
format, and are in need of moderate revision.
	     (2-1 pts)

Few appropriate citations are used. Citations and
references are not
presented in proper APA 7th edition format and need
significant revision.


Will be multiplied with 2=Total is 50x2=100	






























