YOUR TASK
STEP 1: Choose a Short Story
Pick ONE short story to read and analyze. You can choose:
Option A: Classic Stories (Famous)
· "The Gift of the Magi" by O. Henry
· "The Necklace" by Guy de Maupassant
· "The Last Leaf" by O. Henry
· "The Happy Prince" by Oscar Wilde
Option B: Turkish Stories
· A story by Sait Faik Abasıyanık
· A story by Ömer Seyfettin
· A story by Refik Halit Karay
· A story by Sabahattin Ali
Option C: Modern Stories
· Any short story you like (ask your teacher first)
· A story from a magazine or website
· A children's story (if it has good message)
Important: The story must be 3-5 pages long (not too long!)

STEP 2: Read the Story
Read the story 2-3 times:
1. First time: Just read and enjoy
2. Second time: Take notes
3. Third time: Understand details
While reading, ask yourself:
· Who are the main characters?
· What happens in the story?
· Where and when does it happen?
· What is the main problem?
· How does the story end?
· What is the message?

STEP 3: Write Your Analysis
Your report must have these sections:
1. Basic Information (title, author, pages)
2. Summary (5-8 sentences)
3. Characters (describe 2-3 main characters)
4. Setting (when and where)
5. Plot (beginning, middle, end)
6. Theme (main idea/message)
7. Literary Elements (conflict, symbolism, irony)
8. Writing Style (language, tone, point of view)
9. My Opinion (what you think) (I liked/loved/enjoyed, I didn't like, interesting, boring, exciting, touching, memorable, powerful, weak)
10. Connections (what it reminds you of)
11. [bookmark: _GoBack]Conclusion
Conclusion (3-4 sentences)

USEFUL SENTENCES FOR WRITING
Summary:
· "This story is about..."
· "The main character is..."
· "The story takes place in..."
· "At the beginning..."
· "In the end..."
Character Description:
· "The character is... (age, appearance)"
· "He/She is... (personality)"
· "His/Her main action is..."
· "I think this character is... because..."
Theme:
· "The main theme is..."
· "The author wants to show..."
· "This story teaches us..."
· "The message is..."
Opinion:
· "I liked this story because..."
· "My favorite part was..."
· "This story made me feel..."
· "I would recommend this story to..."
EXAMPLE ANALYSIS
SHORT STORY ANALYSIS REPORT
Your Name: Elif Demir
Date: November 25, 2024
Story Title: "The Gift of the Magi" (Magi'nin Hediyesi)
Author: O. Henry
Number of Pages: 5 pages

1. BASIC INFORMATION
When was it written? 1905
Where does the story happen? New York City, USA
What type of story? Love story, Christmas story
How long is it? Short (5 pages)

2. SUMMARY (Write 5-8 sentences)
This story is about a young married couple, Jim and Della. They are very poor. They love each other very much. Christmas is coming. Della wants to buy a gift for Jim. She has no money. She sells her beautiful long hair. She buys a chain for Jim's gold watch. Jim sells his watch. He buys combs for Della's hair. Now they have no watch and no hair. But they have love.

3. CHARACTERS (Main people in the story)
Character 1: Della
Who is she? A young wife, 20-25 years old
What does she look like? Beautiful long brown hair, thin, poor clothes
What is her personality? Kind, loving, generous, sacrifices for love
Important actions: She sells her hair to buy a gift for her husband
Character 2: Jim
Who is he? A young husband, 25-30 years old
What does he look like? Thin, simple clothes, owns a gold watch
What is his personality? Loving, generous, works hard, sacrifices for love
Important actions: He sells his watch to buy combs for his wife

4. SETTING (Time and Place)
When? Winter, Christmas time, around 1905
Where? Small apartment in New York City
Description: The apartment is small, old, and cheap. The furniture is old. The couple is very poor.

5. PLOT (What happens in the story?)
Beginning:
Della has only $1.87. Christmas is tomorrow. She wants to buy a gift for Jim. She is sad because she has no money.
Middle:
Della goes to a hair shop. She sells her beautiful long hair for $20. She buys a platinum chain for Jim's watch. The chain costs $21. She is happy now.
End:
Jim comes home. He sees Della's short hair. He is surprised. He gives Della her gift - beautiful combs for long hair. Della gives Jim the watch chain. Jim tells her: "I sold my watch to buy your combs." They both laugh and cry.

6. THEME (Main idea of the story)
What is the story about? (Choose main themes)
· ✓ Love and sacrifice
· ✓ Generosity
· ✓ True value of gifts
· ☐ Friendship
· ☐ Adventure
· ☐ Good vs. Evil
Main message: True love means giving. Material things are not important. Love is more valuable than possessions. The best gifts come from the heart.

7. LITERARY ELEMENTS
Conflict (Problem):
The couple is poor. They want to buy gifts for each other. They have no money.
Irony (Surprise/Unexpected):
Della buys a chain for a watch that Jim sold. Jim buys combs for hair that Della sold. This is ironic and sad but also beautiful.
Symbolism (What things represent):
· Hair = Beauty, femininity, treasure
· Watch = Time, family tradition, treasure
· Gifts = Love, sacrifice

8. WRITING STYLE
Language: Simple, clear, easy to understand
Tone: Sad but warm, touching, emotional
Point of View: Third person (the narrator tells the story)
Special techniques: The author uses irony. He describes emotions well.

9. MY OPINION (Personal response)
Did you like the story? ✓ Yes ☐ No
Why?
I liked this story very much. It made me cry. The story shows that love is more important than money or things. Della and Jim are poor, but they are rich in love. The ending is sad but also happy. It teaches us about true sacrifice.
Favorite part:
My favorite part is the ending. When Jim and Della realize what happened, they understand that their love is the most important thing.
Would you recommend this story? ✓ Yes ☐ No
Who should read it?
Everyone should read this story, especially young couples. It teaches about love and sacrifice.


10. CONNECTIONS
This story reminds me of:
This story reminds me of my grandmother. She always gave gifts with love, not expensive things. She taught me that love is more important than money.
Similar stories:
This story is similar to "The Little Match Girl" because both are about poor people at Christmas time.

11. CONCLUSION (Final thoughts - 3-4 sentences)
"The Gift of the Magi" is a beautiful short story about love and sacrifice. O. Henry shows us that true love means giving without expecting anything back. The ironic ending makes the story memorable. I will remember this story for a long time.
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