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	Code
	Course Title
	Credit
	ECTS

	ELT228
	Critical News Reading 
	(2-0) 2
	3

	Prerequisites
	None

	Language of Instruction
	English 
	Mode of Delivery 
	Face to face

	Type and Level of Course
	Elective/2.Year/Spring Semester 

	Course Coordinator
	Prof. Dr. Şehnaz Şahinkarakaş 

Fatma Toköz Göktepe
	Tues.11.30-13.30


	
	sehnazkarakas@cag.edu.tr 

fatmatokoz@cag.edu.tr


	Course Objective 
	This course is for the students to become aware of the major issues of the day and to have an in depth understanding and appreciation of current events. The focus of the class will be issues that affect the student as a resident of the world. The class will follow daily news events and will be expected to enhance the students’ understanding of world events, to encourage them to be informed citizens, and to help them to make intelligent decisions.

	Learning Outcomes of the Course
	
	By the end of the lesson, students will be able to:
	Relationship

	
	
	
	Prog. Output
	Net Effect

	
	   1
	Build their English vocabulary and improve your reading skills 
	5, 6
	5, 4

	
	2
	Review basic concepts about media and media literacy
	2, 3, 10 
	5, 5, 4 

	
	3
	Identify and examine current events and issues that are affecting modern society.
	2, 5, 10 
	5, 4, 5 

	
	4
	Discuss and debate current events and issues that are affecting society today.
	2, 5, 10 
	5, 4, 5 

	
	5
	Evaluate the impact and importance of selected current events and issues on individuals and groups.
	2, 5, 8, 10 
	5, 4, 5, 4 

	
	6
	Demonstrate knowledge of developing questions and planning inquiries in the field of social studies.
	2, 5, 10 
	5, 4, 5 

	
	7
	Demonstrate knowledge of evaluating sources and using evidence in the field of social studies.
	2, 5, 10 
	5, 4, 5 

	
	8
	Demonstrate knowledge of communicating conclusions and taking informed action in the field of social studies.
	2, 5, 10 
	5, 4, 5 

	Course Description: This course aims to help EFL student teachers enhance global literacy through discussion of hot social topics reported by printed news and broadcast news  (The New York Times, the Guardian, and CNN) to empower them as world citizens. In this course, student teachers discuss the topics/issues that they have found on weekly basis. 

	Course Contents: ( Weekly Lecture Plan )

	Weeks
	Topics
	Preparation
	Teaching Methods

	1. 
	Syllabus review

Critical Reading Skills
	The New York Times (the Learning Network) 


	Lecture, question-answer, discussion.

	2. 
	Current Events 1 -Australia Fire 
	Recommended article


	Discussion, question-answer

	3. 
	Current Events 1 -Australia Fire 
	Recommended article
	In-class writing, discussion

	4. 
	Current Events 2–Artificial Intelligence
	Recommended article
	Reading the article, discussion, question-answer

	5. 
	Current Events 2—Artificial Intelligence
	Recommended article
	Discussion, question-answer, group work 

	6. 
	Reading and reflecting on the article 
	Recommended article
	In-class writing, discussion

	7. 
	Reading and reflecting on the article
	Recommended article
	Discussion, question-answer

	8. 
	Current Events 3
	Recommended article
	Discussion, question-answer

	9. 
	Current Events 4
	Recommended article
	Discussion, question-answer

	10. 
	Current Events 5
	Recommended article
	Discussion, question-answer

	11. 
	Guidelines for response paper

Outline of Final Task
	Recommended article
	Writing a response paper to the article writer individually



	12. 
	Reading and reflecting on the article
	Recommended article
	In-class writing, discussion

	13. 
	Response paper presentation
	Recommended article
	Presentation 

	14. 
	Response paper presentation
	Recommended article
	Presentation

	REFERENCES

	Textbook
	There are no required textbooks for this course

	Recommended Reading
	New York Times Learning Network

	Related Links
	https://www.nytimes.com/spotlight/learning-current-events
https://breakingnewsenglish.com/

	ASSESSMENT METHODS

	Activities
	Number
	Effect
	Notes

	Midterm Exam 
	2
	35%
	Task 1 (10%) Filling in the Reading Log
Task 2 (25%): Writing  a paragraph (about 200 words)

	Process 
	1
	15%
	Attendance, class participation, article readings 

	Final Exam 
	2
	50%
	Writing a response paper (35%) and its presentation (15%)

	Effect of the Activities
	
	50%
	

	Effect of the Final Exam
	
	50%
	

	ECTS TABLE

	Contents
	Number
	Hours
	Total

	Hours in Classroom 
	14
	2
	28

	Hours out of Classroom
	14
	2
	28

	Midterm Tasks 
	2
	8
	16

	Final Tasks 
	2
	10 
	20 

	Total

Total / 30

ECTS Credit
	92

	
	92/30=3.06

	
	3

	RECENT PERFORMANCE

	


