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	CSYLLABUS
FACULTY OF ARTS AND SCIENCES / DEPARTMENT OF TURKISH LANGUAGE AND LITERATURE


	Course Code
	Course Title
	Credits
	ECTS Value

	TDE 132
	Minstrel (Âşık) Literature
	3-0-3
	6

	Prerequisite Courses:
	None

	Course Language:
	Turkish
	Course Delivery Mode:
	Face-to-face

	Course Type and Level:
	 Compulsory / Undergraduate / 1st Year / Spring Semester

	Instructor's Title, Name, and Surname
	Course Hours
	Office Hours
	Contact

	Prof. Dr. Sevin Arslan
	Tuesday 13:20–15:40
	Friday 13:30–16:30
	alilsevin@cag.edu.tr

	Course Coordinator:
	

	Course ObjectivesThe aim of this course is to develop theoretical knowledge about Turkish folk literature by analyzing the minstrel tradition (âşıklık) and minstrel literature within a historical framework based on artists and their works. The course also evaluates the position, function, and transformation of minstrel literature in Turkish literature in the digital age, using artificial intelligence-based analysis and production tools.

	Course Learning Outcomes
	Upon successful completion of this course, the student will be able to;
	Relations

	
	
	Program Outcomes
	Net Contribution

	
	1
	Understand the place and importance of minstrel literature within folk literature; compare literary knowledge through traditional and digital texts and evaluate them using AI-supported analytical tools.
	2,9,10,12
	4,4,5,5

	
	2
	Analyze the interaction between minstrel literature and other literary traditions within historical, cultural, and digital production contexts.
	10,15
	5,5,

	
	3
	Interpret the emergence and development of minstrel literature in Anatolia, from oral culture to digital environments, through AI-supported sources.
	10,12
	5,5

	
	4
	Recognize important representatives of the minstrel tradition and understand the formal and thematic characteristics of minstrel art.
	2,10
	5,5

	
	5
	Identify traditional and digital research methods used in studies on minstrel literature and apply AI-supported techniques such as data searching, classification, and analysis.
	2,16
	5,5

	
	6
	Gain the knowledge and skills necessary to conduct independent studies in the field of minstrel literature.
	10,16
	5,5

	
	7
	Evaluate the current function and future prospects of the minstrel tradition.
	10,15,16
	5,5,5,

	Course Content:
	This course examines the place and importance of minstrel literature in Turkish literature and discusses the role of the ozan–baksı tradition in pre-Islamic Turkish cultural life. Within the course, the formation and development of minstrel literature in the Turkish cultural sphere are analyzed, and its past, present, and future are evaluated. In addition, the performance environments of the minstrel-style poetry tradition and the literary works produced within this tradition are examined.

	Course Schedule (Weekly Plan)

	Week
	Topic
	Preparation
	Teaching Methods and Techniques

	1
	Introduction to the course: content, objectives, resources, and assessment criteria
	Reviewing the course syllabus, reading assessment criteria, noting expectations about the course
	Lecture, Q&A, course introduction, sharing expectations

	2
	The concept of minstrel (âşık) and minstrelsy, sources of minstrel literature, factors shaping it
	Reading “âşık” and “minstrelsy” entries from digital encyclopedias; creating an AI-supported concept map
	Lecture, concept analysis, AI-assisted concept mapping

	3
	Formation and development of minstrel literature
	Reading historical development from digital textbooks/academic sources; creating a chronological timeline using AI
	Lecture, chronological analysis, AI-based timeline creation

	4
	Training of minstrels
	Extracting key concepts from texts explaining the master–apprentice relationship using AI
	Text analysis, discussion, AI-assisted concept extraction

	5
	Performance environments of the minstrel tradition
	Conducting brief research on minstrel coffeehouses, assemblies, and contemporary performance environments
	Visual material analysis, discussion, case study

	6
	Form and genre in minstrel literature
	Reading examples of koşma, semai, and destan as digital texts; listing poetic features using AI
	Text analysis, comparative analysis, AI-assisted classification

	7
	Style and content in minstrel literature
	Analyzing selected poems digitally; comparing themes and styles using AI
	Poetry analysis, discussion, AI-supported thematic analysis

	8
	Midterm Exam
	
	

	9
	Midterm Exam
	
	

	10
	Applications in analyzing minstrel poetry
	Analyzing a minstrel poem digitally; attempting form–theme analysis using AI
	Assignment / written evaluation

	11
	17th century minstrel literature: Âşık Ömer, Âşık Gevheri, Âşık Ercişli Emrah
	Reading Karacaoğlan’s poems from digital archives; generating short biographical summaries using AI
	Assignment / written evaluation

	12
	17th century minstrel literature: Âşık Ömer, Âşık Gevheri, Âşık Ercişli Emrah
	Comparing poems from the period digitally; identifying common themes and discourse using AI
	Applied analysis, group work, AI-assisted text analysis

	13
	18th century minstrel literature: Âşık Kemterî, Âşık Kusurî, Âşık Levnî
	Reading period characteristics from digital sources; preparing notes on differences using AI
	Lecture, poetry analysis, AI-assisted biography extraction

	14
	19th century minstrel literature: Dadaloğlu, Âşık Ruhsati, Âşık Erzurumlu Emrah, Âşık Bayburtlu Zihni
	Digital analysis of Dadaloğlu’s poems; identifying social themes using AI
	Comparative text analysis, discussion, AI-assisted thematic analysis

	15
	20th century minstrel literature: Âşık Derdiyok, Âşık Posoflu Zülali, Âşık Daimî
	Reviewing digital articles, documentaries, or interviews; writing a future-oriented evaluation using AI
	Lecture, period analysis, AI-assisted content analysis

	16
	The socio-cultural status of the minstrel tradition today
	General review through digital portfolios and AI-supported summaries
	Discussion

	17
	Final Exam
	
	

	18
	Final Exam
	
	

	Course Resources

	Textbook:
	

	Recommended References:
	

	Course Assessment and Evaluation

	Activities
	Number
	Percentile
	Notes

	Midterm Exam
	
	
	

	Project
	
	
	

	Assignment
	
	
	

	Presentation
	
	
	

	Portfolio
	
	
	

	Final
	
	
	

	ECTS Table

	Content
	Number
	Hours
	Total

	Course Duration
	16
	3
	48

	Out-of-Class Study
	14
	3
	42

	Assignment	
	2
	Assignment (Midterm)=40 Hours
Assignment (Final) = 60 Hours
	100

	Presentation
	
	
	

	Project
	
	
	

	Midterm Exam (Midterm Exam Duration + Midterm Exam Preparation)
	
	
	

	Final Exam (Final Exam Duration + Final Exam Preparation)
	
	
	

	Total:
	190

	Total / 30:
	190/30= 6,33

	ECTS Credit:
	6





	Past Term Achievements
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