
 

 
SYLLABUS 
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Course Code Course Title Credits ECTS Value 

IRE114 Research Essentials in IR 3 (3-0-3) 6 

Prerequisite 

Courses: 
- 

Course 

Language: 
English Course Delivery Mode: Face-to-Face 

Course Type 

and Level: 
Compulsory / 1st Year / Spring Semester 

Instructor's Title, Name, and Surname Course Hours Office Hours Contact 

Assist. Prof. Sinem Uca 
Tuesday 
13:25-15:45 

        Wednesday  
10:00-15:00 

sinemuca@cag.edu.tr 

Course 
Coordinator: 

Assist. Prof. Sinem Uca 
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Upon successful completion of this course, the student will be able to; 

Relations 

Program 
Outcomes 

Net 
Contribution 

1 Identify fundamental research methods and concepts. 7 5 

2 
Explain the stages of the research process and the logic of the scientific 

method. 
7 5 

3 Formulate a research topic and designs a research plan. 5 5 

4 
Select and apply appropriate research methods to a given 

problem. 
5 5 

5 Use footnote and referencing rules accurately. 1, 4 4, 4 

6 
Compare different research designs and evaluates their strengths and 

weaknesses. 
7 5 

7 
Integrate research findings to construct well-supported arguments and 

communicate them effectively. 
9 4 

 
 
Course 
Content: 

This course aims to provide a comprehensive framework on research methods. It is designed to 
enhance students’ ability to define problem areas, formulate research questions, conduct research 
using appropriate methods, and present findings in a systematic report. Emphasis is also placed on the 
selection, application, and interpretation of statistical methods in the social sciences, enabling students 
to become more competent and confident in conducting scientific research. 

Course Schedule (Weekly Plan) 

Week Topic Preparation 
Teaching Methods and 

Techniques 

 
1 

Introduction 

 

Lecture, Question 
& Answer, 
Discussion 

2 The Scientific Method and Its Stages Textbook 
Lecture, Question & Answer, 

Discussion 



 

 
3 

 
Formulating the Research Question 

Textbook Brainstorming, Group 

Work, Problem-Solving 

Activities 

4 
Literature Review in Scientific Research  

 

Textbook Library/Database Research  

 

 
5 

Writing the Abstract and Introduction in Scientific 

Research 

Textbook 
Lecture, Sample Text 
Analysis, Guided Practice 

6 Writing the Research Report: Formal 
Requirements (Referencing and Bibliography in 
Scientific Research) 

Textbook Lecture, Hands-on Practice 

7 Data Collection – Survey, Interview  

Textbook Presentation and Discussion 
Student Presentations, Peer 
Feedback, Instructor 
Feedback 

8 Midterm Exam   

9 Midterm Exam   

10 Topic Selection, Research Purpose and Method 
in Scientific Research 

Textbook Lecture, Question– 

Answer, Problem-Solving 

Activities 

11 

  Article Reviews Selected Articles Critical Reading, Group 

Discussion 

12 Research Presentations  
Student Presentations, Case 
Study, Peer Feedback, 
Instructor Feedback 
 

13 Research Presentations  
Student Presentations, Case 
Study, Peer Feedback, 
Instructor Feedback 
 

 
14 

 
Research Presentations 

 Student Presentations, Case 
Study, Peer Feedback, 
Instructor Feedback 

 
15 

 
Research Presentations 

 Student Presentations, Case 
Study, Peer Feedback, 
Instructor Feedback 

 
16 

 
Research Presentations 

 Student Presentations, Case 
Study, Peer Feedback, 
Instructor Feedback 

17 Final Exam   

18 Final Exam   

Course Resources 

 
Textbook: 

Bhattacherjee, A. (2012). "Social Science Research: Principles, Methods, and 

Practices". Textbooks Collection 

Recommended References: 
Kalaycıoğlu, E., Şan Akça, B., Çarkoğlu, A., Aktürk, Ş., Aydın Düzgit, S. (2013). 

“Uluslararası İlişkilerde Araştırma Yöntemleri”. Anadolu Üniversitesi Yayınları. 

Course Assessment and Evaluation 

Activities Number Percentile Notes 

Midterm Exam 1 %30 Exam 



 

Project -   

Presentation 1 %10 Presentation 

Article Review 1 %10 Presentation 

Portfolio -   

Final 1 %50 Research Paper 

ECTS Table 

Content Number Hours Total 

Course Duration 14 3 42 

Out-of-Class Study 14 3 42 

Presentation 1 20 20 

Article Review 1 7 7 

Project -   

Midterm Exam (Midterm Exam Duration + Midterm 

Exam Preparation) 
1 22 22 

Final Exam (Final Exam Duration + Final Exam 

Preparation) 
1 35 35 

Total: 168 

Total / 30: 168/30 ≈ 6 

ECTS Credit: 6 
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