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	Code
	Course Name
	Credit
	ECTS

	Kodu
	Dersin Adı
	Kredisi
	AKTS

	LAW 146
	Critical Thinking
	2 (2-0-0)
	4

	Prerequisites
Önkoşul Dersler
	None

	Language of Instruction
Dersin Dili
	English 
	Mode of Delivery 
Ders İşleme Tarzı
	

	Type and Level of Course
Dersin Türü /Düzeyi
	Compulsory/ Undergraduate 1st Year/ Spring Semester

	Lecturers
	Name(s) 
	Lecture Hours
	Office Hours
	Contacts

	Öğretim Üyeleri
	Unvanı & Adı Soyadı
	Ders Saati
	Görüşme Saatleri
	İletişim

	Course Coordinator
Dersin Koordinatörü
	Professor D. Josephs, J.D.
	Refer to your individual course program
	
	

	Others 
	None
	
	
	

	Course Objective 
Dersin Amacı
	This is an introductory course designed to familiarize students with the fundamentals of critical thinking.  Critical thinking is vitally important in all aspects of life, and is essential for success in law.  This course will explain what critical thinking is (and what it is not), and will introduce important topics such as arguments, logic and reasoning, fallacies, and real-world application.  

	Learning Outcomes of the Course
Ders Öğrenme Çıktıları
	
	Students who have completed the course successfully should be able to
	Relationship
İlişkiler

	
	
	
	Program Outcome
Prog. Çıktıları
	Net Effect
Net Katkı

	
	1
	Define critical thinking.
	P.O.4,7,9,10,11      
	5

	
	2
	Understand fundamental topics, such as arguments, logical concepts, reasoning, and fallacies.
	P.O.4,7,9,10,11      
	5

	
	3
	To effectively utilize critical thinking skills to analyze and apply foundational principles to the practice of law & real-world scenarios.
	P.O.4,7,9,10,11      
	5

	
	4
	Build and solidify vocabulary foundation.
	P.O.4,7,9,10,11      
	5

	
	5
	Develop competence with relevant terminology.
	P.O.4,7,9,10,11      
	5

	
	
	
	
	

	Course Description (Dersin İçeriği):  
In this course, students will develop a foundational understanding of critical thinking.  Areas of focus will include the definition of critical thinking, including benefits and barriers.  In addition, we will cover fundamental topics such as arguments, logical concepts, reasoning, logical fallacies, etc. We will also see how these concepts show up in “real world” scenarios.  Foundational principles will also be applied to the practice of law.   We will also explore cases/examples, placing an emphasis on application of skills learned. As this course is taught in English, there will be an adequate focus on relevant vocabulary for enhancement purposes.

	Course Content: ( Weekly Lecture Plan )
Ders İçerikleri:( Haftalık Ders Planı)

	Weeks
	Topics
	Preparation
	Teaching Methods

	Hafta
	Konu 
	Hazırlık
	Öğrenme Aktiviteleri ve Öğretim Metotları

	1
	Introduction to Critical Thinking
· What is Critical Thinking
· Critical Thinking Standards
· Benefits and Barriers
· Important Terminology

· Discussion
· In-Class Activities
	Textbook Chapter 1
Student research
	Lecture, Student In-Class Assignment & Discussion

	2
	Introduction to Critical Thinking
· What is Critical Thinking

· Critical Thinking Standards

· Benefits and Barriers

· Important Terminology

· Discussion
· In-Class Activities
	Textbook Chapter 1
Student research
	Lecture, Student In-Class Assignment & Discussion

	3
	Recognizing Arguments
· What is an Argument?
· Parts of an Argument
· Identifying Premises and Conclusions
· What an Argument is Not. . . 

· Important Terminology

· Discussion
· In-Class Activities
	Textbook Chapter 2
Student research
	Lecture, Student In-Class Assignment & Discussion

	4
	Recognizing Arguments
· What is an Argument?

· Parts of an Argument

· Identifying Premises and Conclusions

· What an Argument is Not. . . 

· Important Terminology

· Discussion
· In-Class Activities
	Textbook Chapter 2
Student research
	Lecture, Student In-Class Assignment & Discussion

	5
	Basic Logical Concepts
· Deduction & Induction
· Deductive Reasoning

· Inductive Reasoning

· Validity & Strength
· Application & Discussion
· In-Class Activities
	Textbook Chapter 3
Student research
	Lecture, Student In-Class Assignment & Discussion

	6
	Basic Logical Concepts
· Deduction & Induction

· Deductive Reasoning

· Inductive Reasoning

· Validity & Strength
· Application & Discussion
· In-Class Activities
	Textbook Chapter 3
Student research
	Lecture, Student In-Class Assignment & Discussion

	7
	Mid-Term Review

· Question & Answer Session


	Mid-Term Review

Textbook Chapters 1-3

	Mid-Term Review

· Question & Answer Session



	8
	Mid-Term Examination (Ara Sınav)

	
	

	9
	Logical Fallacies Pt. 1

· Concept of Relevance

· Fallacies of Relevance

· Application & Discussion
· In-Class Activities
	Textbook Chapter 5
Student research
	Lecture, Student In-Class Assignment & Discussion

	10
	Logical Fallacies Pt. 1 (Cont’d) & Pt.2

· Fallacies of Relevance
· Fallacies of Insufficient Evidence

· Application & Discussion
· In-Class Activities
	Textbook Chapters 5-6 
Student research
	Lecture, Student In-Class Assignment & Discussion

	11
	Logical Fallacies Pt. 2 (Cont’d)
· Fallacies of Insufficient Evidence

· Application & Discussion
· In-Class Activities
	Textbook Chapter 6 
Student research
	

	12
	Evaluating Arguments & Truth Claims
· Definition of a “Good” Argument?
· Refuting Arguments
	Textbook Chapter 8  
Student research
	Lecture, Student In-Class Assignment & Discussion

	13
	Thinking Critically in the Real World
· Exploration of Real World Examples
· Media & Advertisement
	Textbook Chapter 14
	Lecture, Student In-Class Assignment & Discussion

	14
	Final Review

· Question & Answer Session
	Final Review

Textbook Chapters 1-3,5,6,8, & 14 

All relevant sources used (notes, websites, videos, etc.)

	Final Review

· Question & Answer Session



	15
	Final Examination  (Final Sınavı)
	
	

	REFERENCES
KAYNAKLAR

	Textbook
Ders Kitabı
	Bassham, G., Irwin, W., Nardone, H., & Wallace, J. M. (2011). Critical Thinking: A Student's Introduction (4th ed.). New York, NY: McGraw-Hill.



	Related links
	N/A

	Course Notes
Ders Notları
	N/A

	Recommended Reading
Önerilen Kaynaklar
	N/A

	Material Sharing
Materyal Paylaşımı
	N/A

	ASSESSMENT METHODS
ÖLÇME ve DEĞERLENDİRME

	Activities
	Number
	Effect
	Notes

	Etkinlikler
	Sayı
	Katkı
	Notlar 

	Midterm Exam
Ara Sınav
	1
	40%
	

	Quizzes
	
	NA
	

	Effect of The Activities
	
	
	

	Effect of The Final Exam
Final Sınavı
	1
	60%
	

	ECTS TABLE
AKTS TABLOSU

	Contents
	Number
	Hours
	Total

	İçerik
	Sayı
	Saat
	Toplam

	Hours in Classroom 
Ders Süresi
	14
	2
	28

	Hours out Classroom
	14
	2
	28

	Pop Quizzes
	
	
	

	Midterm Exam
Ara Sınav
	1
	29
	29

	Final Exam
Final Sınavı
	1
	35
	35

	Total ( Toplam)
Total / 30 ( Toplam / 30)

ECTS Credit ( AKTS Kredisi)
	120

	
	 =120/30

	
	4

	

	


