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	Code
	Course Name
	Credit
	ECTS

	LAW 362
	Philosophy of Law
	2 (2-0-0)
	3

	Prerequisites
	None

	Language of Instruction
	Turkish
	Mode of Delivery 
	Online

	Type and Level of Course
	Elective / Undergraduate 3rd year/ Spring Semester  

	Lecturers
	Name(s) 
	Lecture Hours
	Office Hours
	Contacts

	Course Coordinator
	Assist. Prof. Dr. Fatma Süzgün ŞAHİN ÜNVER
	Thursday 12.30-14.00
	Thursday: 10.00-12.00
	fatmasuzgun@cag.edu.tr

	Others 
	None
	
	   
	

	Course Objective 
	The main goal of the course is to provide students with general information about the debates in the field of philosophy of law. In the light of these information, the course aims learning outcomes related to the thought underlying the basic concepts of the law. The initial objective of the course is the comprehension of the nature of the law based on concepts of justice and rights and to enable the student to acquire skills of legal thinking and legal reasoning. With the help of discussions called icebreakers, which would ensure critical point of view against previous prejudices and learnings, it is aimed to enable the students to learn the existence of different points of view and prevent the understanding of law in a single dimensional manner.

	Learning Outcomes of the Course
	
	Learning Outcomes of the Course
	Relationship

	
	
	
	P.O
	Net Effect

	
	1
	Gaining a general information about evolution of philosophy of law 
	2,3,4
	3

	
	2
	Gaining critical thinking skills about understandings of law
	2,3,4
	3

	
	3
	Learning that abstract philosophy discussions are basis for the terms/concepts in both public and civil law. On that ground, students will find out the philosophical thought which is related to legal concepts.
	2,3,4
	3

	
	4
	Students will realize that law is not merely a body of rules, but there is a tradition of philosophical thinking and practice under the law.
	2,3,4
	3

	Course Description:    Information will be given on the concept of law, classical natural law thought, the law-morality relationship, the law-sovereign relationship, social contract theory, classical and modern legal positivism, legal realism and some other legal theories.

	Course Content: ( Weekly Lecture Plan )

	Weeks
	Topics
	Preparation
	Teaching Methods

	1
	Introduction and icebreaker discussions on the nature of law. 

Classical Natural Law Theory, law-morality debates  

	Textbook Ch. 1

Student research
	PowerPoint Presentation  Lecture, Student In-Class Assignment & Discussion

	2
	Modern Natural Law Theory and    law-morality debates     

Social Contract Theory 
	Textbook Ch. 2
Student research
	PowerPoint Presentation Lecture, Student In-Class Assignment & Discussion

	3
	Classical Legal Positivism, Bentham  

Classical Legal Positivism, Austin
	Textbook Ch. 3
Student research
	PowerPoint Presentation (Review), Student In-Class Assignment & Time for Q/A

	4
	Sovereign-law relationship in  Bentham and  Austin 

Modern Legal Positivism: Kelsen, Hart
	Textbook Ch. 4

Student research
	PowerPoint Presentation Lecture, & Student Discussion

	5
	Hart and Raz

Comparison between natural law theories and legal positivism  , an icebreaker discussion topic  accompanied with games prepared for this course.
	Textbook Ch. 5
Student research
	PowerPoint Presentation, Lecture, & Student Discussion

	6
	Dworkin and  the moral integrity of law.  

Dworkin and  the moral integrity of law, together with a comparison between natural law theories and legal positivism.
	Textbook Ch. 6

Student research
	PowerPoint Presentation Lecture, & Student Discussion

	7
	Legal Realism: American legal Realism 

Legal Realism: Scandinavian legal Realism Critical Theory

Feminist Legal Theory
	Textbook Ch. 7


	Mid-Term Review

· Question & Answer Session



	8
	Midterm Exam
	
	

	9
	Marxist Legal Theory

Comparison between the  Marxist legal theory and the liberal legal theory
	Textbook Ch. 8

	PowerPoint Presentation Lecture, Student In-Class Assignment & Discussion

	10
	Robert Nozick and the liberal theory. 

Freedom of speech in the liberal theory
	Textbook Ch. 9
Student research
	PowerPoint Presentation Lecture, Student In-Class Assignment & Discussion

	11
	John Rawls

Theories on Justice: Utilitarianism.
	Textbook Ch. 10
Student research
	PowerPoint Presentation  Lecture, Student In-Class Assignment & Discussion

	12
	Theories on Rights. “What is a right?”

Human Rights – Animal Rights 
	Textbook Ch. 11
	PowerPoint Presentation  Lecture, Student In-Class Assignment & Discussion

	13
	Law-economy relationship. 

Private property and rights debates based on Rawls and Nozick’s ideas.  
	Textbook Ch. 12
Student research
	PowerPoint Presentation Lecture, Student In-Class Assignment & Discussion

	14
	Why do we obey the law? Why punishment is needed? 

Icebreaking discussions and general evaluation
	Textbook Ch. 13
Student research
	PowerPoint Presentation Lecture, Student In-Class Assignment & Discussion

	REFERENCES

	Textbook
	1)Hukuk Kuramını Anlamak, Raymond Wacks, Astana, Eylül 2017, Ankara.
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4)Brian Bix,, Jurisrudence: Theory and Context, Sweett and Maxwell, UK.

	Related links
	-

	Course Notes
	-

	Recommended Reading
	1)Felsefe, Sosyoloji, Hukuk ve Devlet, Niyazi Öktem, Ahmet Ulvi Türkbağ,  Der Yayınları, Ekim 2017, İstanbul.

2)Antigone, Sophocles.

3)Hakları Ciddiye Almak, R. Dworkin, Dost Yayınları, 2007, Ankara.

4)Edebiyat, Hukuk ve Sair Tuhaflıklar, Cemal Bali Akal, Yalçın Tosun, Dost Yayınları, Şubat 2016, Ankara.

5)Hukuk Özgürlük ve Ahlak, H.L.A. Hart, Çeviren: Erol Öz, Dost yayınları, 2015, Ankara.

	Material Sharing
	

	ASSESSMENT METHODS

	Activities
	Number
	Effect
	Notes

	Midterm Exam
	1
	40%
	

	Final Exam 
	1
	60%
	

	Effect of The Activities
	
	40%
	

	Effect of The Final Exam
	
	60%
	

	ECTS TABLE

	Contents
	Number
	Hours
	Total

	Hours in Classroom 
	14
	2
	28

	Hours out Classroom
	14
	3
	42

	Midterm Exam
	1
	10
	10

	Final Exam
	1
	10
	10

	Total

Total / 30

ECTS Credit
	90

	
	 =90/30

	
	=3
=3

	RECENT PERFORMANCE
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