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	SYLLABUS
Institute of Social Sciences

	Course Code
	Course Title
	Credits
	ECTS Value

	ELT 516
	Academic Writing
	(3+0)3
	7

	Prerequisite Courses:
	NONE

	Course Language:
	English
	Course Delivery Mode:
	Face to Face

	Course Type and Level:
	 Masters Degree/ Selective

	Instructor's Title, Name, and Surname
	Course Hours
	Office Hours
	Contact

	Dr. Aysun Dağtaş 
	Fri 16.00 – 19.00
	Mon. 10.00-11.00
	aysunyurdaisik@cag.edu.tr

	Course Coordinator:
	Dr. Aysun Dağtaş 

	Course Objectives: The aim of this course is to enable students to develop critical thinking and academic writing skills in order to write a professional research paper and thesis.

	Course Learning Outcomes
	Upon successful completion of this course, the student will be able to;
	Relations

	
	
	Program Outcomes
	Net Contribution

	
	1
	know the features of scientific writing and distinguishes scientific writings from other types of writing.
	2,6
	5,5

	
	2
	search for and cite sources regarding the topic
	1
	5

	
	3
	Develop their research skills
	1
	5

	
	4
	Explain the weaknesses and strenghts of academic articles samples
	1
	5

	
	5
	Discuss general rules and approaches regarding thesis writing
	1,10
	5

	Course Content:
	The Academic Writing course develops student writing skills in a variety of genres as a basis for their professional careers.  The course explores the structure and content of the professional research paper

	Course Schedule (Weekly Plan)

	Week
	Topic
	Preparation
	Teaching Methods and Techniques

	1
	Introduction to Academic Writing
	The instructor gives brief description on General Principles of Academic Writing.
The instructor brings examples. 
	Mini lecture on general principles of academic writing
Students analyze the characteristics of academic writing on the given articles. 

	2
	Writing general specific texts
	Related chapter from the coursebook.
The instructor brings examples of general specific texts. 
	Analysis : students work on the sample texts and find out characteristics of general specific texts
Students write a short text using GS text structure.
Feedback Session: students share their writings and give feedback to each other. 

	3
	Problem/Process/Solution
	Related chapter from the coursebook.
Examples of problem process solution texts
	Group Work: Students analyze problem process and solution text
Students write their own text and get feedback from the instructor.

	4
	Writing summaries/paraphrasing/Summarizing
	The instructor brings paraphrase examples and tasks. 
	Mini lecture on paraphrasing and summarizing
Summarizing paraphrasing Workshop

	5
	Being critical/Writing critiques
	Related chapter from the coursebook.
The instructor brings critique examples and template. 
	Group Work: students work on article critique and fill in their own critique template. 

	6
	Research Paper Structure
	Related Chapter from the book
	Mini lecture on research paper structure
Individual task: Students are asked to make an outline for their own research paper

	7
	APA 7 Paper Elements and Format
	The Publication Manual of the American Psychological Association, Seventh Edition is the official source for APA Style.
	Lecture on APA style with examples. 

	8
	Midterm Exam
	
	

	9
	APA 7 Writing Styles and Grammar
	The Publication Manual of the American Psychological Association, Seventh Edition is the official source for APA Style.
	Group Work: Students work on the given tasks on APA 7

	10
	References/ Citations
	The Publication Manual of the American Psychological Association, Seventh Edition is the official source for APA Style
	Lecture on APA 7 style references and citations.
 Group Work: Students work on the given tasks on APA 7

	11
	Constructing a Research Paper
	Students read a sample research paper in their field.
- Review the basic components of a research paper: Abstract, Introduction, Literature Review, Methodology, Results, Discussion, Conclusion, References.
- Pre-reading: Swales & Feak, Academic Writing for Graduate Students (Ch. 1–2).
	 Mini Lecture: The purpose and structure of a research paper.
Class Discussion: What makes a good research topic (specific, original, researchable).
Workshop: Students brainstorm and refine their research topics and questions (individually or in pairs).

	12
	Constructing a Research Paper
	Students find and summarize 3–5 academic sources related to their topic.
- Prepare a short annotated bibliography.
- Review different citation styles
	Lecture + Demonstration: How to conduct a literature search and synthesize sources (not just summarize).
- Database Activity: Hands-on search session using Google Scholar, JSTOR, or academic databases.
- Methodology Planning: Discuss different research designs (qualitative, quantitative, mixed methods).

	13
	Constructing a Research Paper
	Students prepare the first draft (including Introduction, Literature Review, and Methodology).
- Review citation and referencing rules in the chosen style.
- Use a Research Paper Checklist (structure, coherence, language, references).
	Peer Review Workshop: Students exchange drafts and give feedback on structure, clarity, and citation accuracy.
- Mini Lecture: Features of academic language (formality, objectivity, precision).
- Writing Workshop: Instructor reviews drafts and gives revision advice.
- Reflection Activity: Students write a short reflection on their writing progress and challenges.




	14
	Writing a proposal
	Students read 1–2 sample research proposals from their discipline.
- Pre-reading: Swales & Feak (Academic Writing for Graduate Students) or Creswell (Research Design).
- Prepare short notes on what makes a strong vs. weak proposal.
	- Mini Lecture: Purpose of a research proposal — persuading readers of the project’s significance and feasibility.
- Class Discussion: Key sections — Title, Introduction, Research Questions, Rationale, Methodology, Timeline, References.
- Activity: Compare a strong and weak proposal; identify differences in clarity, focus, and argumentation.

	15
	Writing a proposal
	- Students find and summarize 3–5 academic sources relevant to their topic.
- Create a short annotated bibliography highlighting key gaps in existing research.
- Review research design types (qualitative, quantitative, mixed methods).
	Lecture + Demonstration: How to write a concise, critical literature review (synthesizing rather than summarizing).
- Group Work: Students work in pairs to identify research gaps and refine their research questions.
- Workshop: Drafting the methodology section — choosing data collection tools, participants, and ethical considerations.
- Peer Consultation: Students exchange outlines and discuss feedback.

	16
	Writing a proposal
	Students write a full draft of their proposal (1,000–1,500 words).
- Review referencing rules (APA, MLA, or discipline-specific style).
- Prepare to give a short (3–5 minute) oral presentation of their proposal.
	- Oral Presentations: Students present their proposals to the class for feedback and discussion.
	
	- Peer Review Workshop: Students exchange drafts and provide constructive comments on clarity, organization, and persuasiveness.
- Mini Lecture: Writing style for proposals — academic tone, coherence, and avoiding vague language.
- Revision Session: Instructor gives targeted feedback; students revise their proposals accordingly.
- Oral Presentations: Students present their proposals to the class for feedback and discussion.

	17
	Final Assignment Feedback 
	Students bring their proposal presentations. 
	- Oral Presentations: Students present their proposals to the class for feedback and discussion

	18
	Final Exam
	
	

	Course Resources

	Textbook:
	Swales, John.  Academic Writing for Graduate Students
Bailey, Stephen.  Academic Writing for International Students

	Recommended References:
	Oshima, Alice.  Writing Academic English

Publication Manual of the American Psychological Association (e-Book)

	Course Assessment and Evaluation

	Activities
	Number
	Percentile
	Notes

	Midterm Exam
	1
	       30%
	Assignment 

	Project
	
	
	

	Assignment
	1
	20%
	

	Presentation
	
	
	

	Portfolio
	
	
	

	Final
	1
	50%
	Assignment

	ECTS Table

	Content
	Number
	Hours
	Total

	[bookmark: _GoBack]Course Duration
	14
	3
	42

	Out-of-Class Study
	14
	3
	42

	Assignment 	
	1
	30
	30

	Presentation
	
	
	

	Project
	
	
	

	Midterm Exam (Midterm Exam Duration + Midterm Exam Preparation)
	1
	40
	40

	Final Exam (Final Exam Duration + Final Exam Preparation)
	1
	50
	50

	Total:
	         204

	Total / 30:
	204/30

	ECTS Credit:
	6.8 =7





	Past Term Achievements
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