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	SYLLABUS
Faculty of Economics and Administrative Sciences

	Course Code
	Course Title
	Credits
	ECTS Value

	IRE 108
	Introduction to International Relations
	(3-0) 3
	5

	Prerequisite Courses:
	None

	Course Language:
	English
	Course Delivery Mode:
	Face-to-Face

	Course Type and Level:
	 Compulsory / 1. Year / Spring Semester

	Instructor's Title, Name, and Surname
	Course Hours
	Office Hours
	Contact

	Assist. Prof. Saffet Akkaya
	Wednesday
10.15-12.35
	Wednesday
13.30-15.00
	saffetakkaya@cag.edu.tr 

	Course Coordinator:
	Assist. Prof. İlke Ulutaş (ilkeulutas@cag.edu.tr)

	Course Objectives: This course provides a general introduction to the discipline of International Relations and to major themes in global politics. Major theories and approaches to world politics are covered, including Realism, Liberalism, and Critical Approaches. Topics to be covered will include issues of war and security, globalization, global terrorism, foreign policy analysis, global civil society, justice and human rights, international institutions.

	Course Learning Outcomes
	Upon successful completion of this course, the student will be able to evaluate;
	Relations

	
	
	Program Outcomes
	Net Contribution

	
	1
	Knowledge of the major theories and approaches in the discipline of International Relations
	3                                 
	5

	
	2
	Ability to critically evaluate and apply such theories and approaches
	3                        
	5

	
	3
	Ability to think critically about the relevance of mainstream theories of International Relations and their relevance to experience and interests of actors in Europe, Asia, Africa and the Middle East
	5
	4

	
	4
	Basic understanding of the major international and regional institutions in world politics as well as significant developments in world politics
	3,5                            
	5,4

	
	5
	Ability to analyse world politics from a variety of perspectives	
	7                                       
	4

	
	6
	Ability to apply theories to case studies
	7
	4

	
	7
	Evolution of the international system
	5,7


	4

	Course Content:
	In addition to encouraging students to write and read in the academic field, this course will cover mainstream theories and concepts within Political Science, and will facilitate discussions on these topics with and among students.

	Course Schedule (Weekly Plan)

	Week
	Topic
	Preparation
	Teaching Methods and Techniques

	1
	An introduction to International Relations: Origins and Changing Agendas of the Discipline 
	Reading texts
	Presentation and Introduction


	2
	Realism/Neo-realism
	Reading texts
	Quiz, Student Presentation and Group Discussion


	3
	Liberalism/Neo-Liberalism
	Reading texts
	Quiz, Student Presentation and Group Discussion


	4
	Marxism and Critical Theories
	Reading texts
	Quiz, Student Presentation and Group Discussion


	5
	Feminism and Green Theory
	Reading texts
	Quiz, Student Presentation and Group Discussion


	6
	The Modern Nation-State and International Relations
	Reading texts
	Quiz, Student Presentation and Group Discussion


	7
	Security, War and Arms Control
	Reading texts
	Presentation and Discussion, Summary for Midterm Exam

	8
	Midterm Exam
	Review: Weeks 1-7
	Written midterm exam

	9
	Midterm Exam
	Review: Weeks 1-7
	Written midterm exam

	10
	Definition and types of power
	Reading texts
	Quiz, Student Presentation and Group Discussion

	11
	Diplomacy and Great Powers 
	Reading texts
	Quiz, Student Presentation and Group Discussion

	12
	Cold War and New World Order
	Reading texts
	Quiz, Student Presentation and Group Discussion

	13
	The problem of nuclear proliferation and control.
	Reading texts
	Quiz, Student Presentation and Group Discussion

	14
	Non-State Actors and Their Effects on IR
	Reading texts
	Quiz, Student Presentation and Group Discussion

	15
	Globalization and Critics
	Reading texts
	Quiz, Student Presentation and Group Discussion

	16
	Global Terrorism’s Effects on IR
	Reading texts
	Presentation and Discussion, Summary for the Final Exam.

	17
	Final Exam
	Review: all topics
	In-class written final exam

	18
	Final Exam
	Review: all topics
	In-class written final exam

	Course Resources

	Textbook:
	An Introduction to International Relations Ed.by R. Devetak, A. Burke, J. George 2nd Edition

	Recommended References:
	Related articles

	Course Assessment and Evaluation

	Activities
	Number
	Percentile
	Notes

	Midterm Exam
	1
	%30
	Written Exam (Essay)

	Homework
	1
	%10
	Quizzes related to the course content

	Presentation 
	1
	%10
	Course presentations by students

	Final
	1
	%50
	Written Exam (Multiple choice)

	ECTS Table

	Content
	Number
	Hours
	Total

	Course Duration
	14
	3
	42

	Out-of-Class Study
	14
	3
	42

	Assignment	
	1
	6
	6

	Term Project
	1
	10
	10

	Midterm Exam (Midterm Exam Duration + Midterm Exam Preparation)
	1
	30
	30

	Final Exam (Final Exam Duration + Final Exam Preparation)
	1
	50
	50

	Total:
	180

	Total / 30:
	180/30=6

	ECTS Credit:
	6
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Past Term Achievements

	
	





2025-2026 IRE 108 Introduction to International Relations Course Presentation Grade Evaluation Criteria

	
	Name-Surname


	Level of content and conceptual analysis (40 points) 

	Use of academic language and terminology (20 points) 

	Analysis and Critical Thinking
(20 points) 

	Presentation Skills and Visual Material
(20 points)
	TOTAL

	1
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	3
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