
ÇAĞ UNIVERSITY 

FACULTY OF ECONOMICS AND  ADMINISTRATIVE SCIENCES 

Code Course Title Credit ECTS 

IRE 425 United States & World Politics  3 (3-0-3) 6 

Prerequisites None 

Language of Instruction English  Mode of Delivery  Face-to-face 

Type and Level of Course 4
th
 year Fall Semester 

Lecturers Name(s)  Lecture Hours Office Hours Contacts 

Course Coordinator Assist. Prof. Saffet 

Akkaya 

Tues. Morning Monday. 9-16 saffetakkaya@cag.edu.tr 

Course Objective  This course explores the relationship between the United States and other major powers in 

international politics, including China, Iran, Russia, Taiwan, the European Union and etc. 

Students will examine the key concepts, theories, and institutions that shape the foreign policies 

of these states. The course will focus on contemporary global challenges, including security, 

economic globalization, human rights, and environmental issues. Students will analyze the ways 

in which the United States has both influenced and been influenced by these major powers and 

how this dynamic shapes the world order. 
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  Relationship 

Prog. Output Net Effect 

1 Be able to not only grasp a depth into the several states’ foreign policy; 

but also develop an understanding toward the study of several states’ 

foreign policy making. 

3, 4, 7, 8  5, 5, 4, 4 

2 Be able to examine different theories of foreign policy decision-making 

and help you to understand how and why foreign policy is made. 

7, 8 5, 5 

3 Be able to improve their skills in critical thinking and writing. 3 4 

4 Be able to use evidence from current and historical foreign policy 

making of the US and some other states. 

3,7 5, 4 

5 Be able to obtain the knowledge of the major policy issues facing U.S. 

foreign and national security policy 

3, 7, 8 

 

5, 4, 4 

6 Be able to discuss in detail the major institutions and policy processes 

involved in foreign and national security policy-making; 

7, 8 4, 4 

7 Be able to see the broad-based repercussions of the American Policy in 

different portions of the past and present world. 

7, 8 4, 4 

Course Description:  This class will introduce you to United States & World Politics in two steps. Firstly, the course will 

examine the history of American foreign policy. In this process, we will try to understand how the priorities and 

capabilities of America have changed over the years. Then, this class will also introduce other countries’ foreign policies 

such as China, Russia, India and France etc. 

Course Contents: ( Weekly Lecture Plan ) 

W. Topics Preparation Teaching Methods 

1 Introduction of Historical Contexts- The US rise 

to world power, 1776-1945 

Textbook Ch.3 

MichaeL Cox, Doug Stakes, 

US Foreign Policy 

Presentation and Group 

Discussion 

2 American foreign policy during the Cold War 

America in the 1990s: searching for purpose 

Obama and Smart Power 

Textbook Ch.4,5,6 

MichaeL Cox, Doug Stakes, 

US Foreign Policy 

Quiz, Student Presentation 

and Group Discussion 

3 The foreign policy process: executive, congress, 

intelligence 

Military power and US foreign policy 

Textbook Ch.7,8 

MichaeL Cox, Doug Stakes, 

US Foreign Policy 

Quiz, Student Presentation 

and Group Discussion 

4 Regional shifts and US foreign policy 

Media and US foreign policy 

Identities and US foreign policy 

Textbook Ch. 9,10,11 

MichaeL Cox, Doug Stakes, 

US Foreign Policy 

Quiz, Student Presentation 

and Group Discussion 

5 US foreign policy in the Middle East 

Iran’s foreign policy 

 Textbook Ch.12 

MichaeL Cox, Doug Stakes, 

US Foreign Policy & Some 

other articles related with the 

Iran’s foreign policy 

Quiz, Student Presentation 

and Group Discussion 

6 The USA and the EU 

Foreign Policy of France and Germany 

Textbook  Ch.13 

MichaeL Cox, Doug Stakes, 

US Foreign Policy& Some 

Quiz, Student Presentation 

and Group Discussion 

https://www.cag.edu.tr/en/api/v1/lessons/843/content/popup
https://www.cag.edu.tr/en/api/v1/lessons/843/content/popup


other articles related with 

this week 

7 US foreign policy in Russia Textbook  Ch.14 

MichaeL Cox, Doug Stakes, 

US Foreign Policy & Some 

other articles related with 

this week 

Quiz, Student Presentation 

and Group Discussion 

8 Mid-term Exam   

9 Mid-term Exam   

10 Brazilian Foreign Policy Related Sources Quiz, Student Presentation 

and Group Discussion 

11 The USA, China, and rising Asia 

Korea’s foreign policy 

Textbook  Ch.15 

MichaeL Cox, Doug Stakes, 

US Foreign Policy & Some 

other articles related with 

this week 

Quiz, Student Presentation 

and Group Discussion 

12 Great Britain’s Foreign Policy Related Sources Quiz, Student Presentation 

and Group Discussion 

13 US foreign policy in Latin America Textbook  Ch.16 

MichaeL Cox, Doug Stakes, 

US Foreign Policy 

Quiz, Student Presentation 

and Group Discussion 

14 US foreign policy in Africa Textbook  Ch.17 

MichaeL Cox, Doug Stakes, 

US Foreign Policy 

Quiz, Student Presentation 

and Group Discussion 

15 Global economy 

Global terrorism 

Textbook  Ch.18,19 

MichaeL Cox, Doug Stakes, 

US Foreign Policy 

Quiz, Student Presentation 

and Group Discussion 

16 Global environment 

American foreign policy after 9/11 

Textbook  Ch.20,21 

MichaeL Cox, Doug Stakes, 

US Foreign Policy 

Quiz, Student Presentation 

and Group Discussion 

 

17 Final Exam   

18 Final Exam   

REFERENCES 

Textbook  MichaeL Cox, Doug Stakes, US Foreign Policy, Oxford University Press, 2nd Edition, 

2012. 

 Jentleson, Bruce. 2011. American Foreign Policy The Dynamics of Choice in the 21st 

Century, 4th Edition. New York: Norton. 

Recommended 

Reading 
 John W. Young and John Kent, International Relations since 1945: A Global History. 

New York: Oxford University Press, 2004 

 Michael J. Hogan and Thomas G. Paterson, eds., Explaining the History of American 

Foreign Relations. New York: Cambridge University Press, 2nd Edition, 2004. 

 Alan Nevins, Henry Steele Commager, ABD Tarihi, Çeviri Halil İnalcık, Doğu Batı 

Yayınları, 2015 

 Foreign Affairs’ articles related with the lecture 

Material Sharing Some other articles related with the world powers’ foreign policies 

ASSESSMENT METHODS 

Activities Number Effect Notes 

Midterm Exam 1 20%  

Presentation 1 10%  

Homework 1 10%  

Quizes 1 10%  

Effect of the Final Exam  50%  

ECTS TABLE 

Contents Number Hours Total 

Hours in Classroom  14 3 42 

Hours out Classroom 14 3 42 

Presentation 1 24 24 

Midterm Exam 1 30 30 



 

Final Exam 1 42 42 

Total 

Total / 30 

ECTS Credit 

180 

=180/30=6 

6 

 

 

RECENT PERFORMANCE 

 

  


